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and a half. Informed the President and Cabinet of the
tidings, which was a matter of general congratulation and
rejoicing.

Mr. Fessenden appeared at Cabinet-meeting as the suc-
cessor of Mr. Chase. Although the regular day of meeting,
all were specially notified, and all promptly attended. The
President appeared more constrained and formal than
usual. When Mr. Stanton came in, he was accompanied by
a clerk, whom he seated at the President's table. The sub-
ject of trade and especially trade in cotton with the Rebels,
was the subject of general interest which the President de-
sired to lay before us. He appeared to have no fixed pur-
pose in his own mind. Alluded to a Mr. Atkinson who had
called on him. Said that Mr. A. had impressed him with
some very striking facts. The most prominent was, that
although the Rebels sold less cotton they received about
as much for it in consequence of high price as when they
had more of the article. The President thought it might be
well to take measures to secure the cotton, but was opposed
to letting the Rebels have gold.

Seward was voluble but not clear and pointed. Fessen-
den had seen Atkinson, had interview with him, thought
him intelligent. On the subject of trade with the Rebels
was not posted. Stanton made extended, and in the main
sensible and correct, remarks, being wholly opposed to
fighting and trading at the same time with the Rebels,
ground which I have uniformly taken, but have not al-
ways been supported. Blair made a few sensible remarks,
as did Mr. Bates. Usher, thinking it apparently a duty to
say something, talked without much point or force, on a
subject he did not understand, nor to which he had given
much attention. Mr. Bates made a legal suggestion. As
Stanton had pretty clearly expressed my views, I did not
care to multiply words farther than to say so, and to regret
that a bill had passed the last moment of the session depriv-
ing the Mississippi Squadron of prize.

This was done, I understand, at the instigation of Chase,